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213 February 26, 1S87 

Matanzas, January 26, 1897. 
Sir : * * * Smallpox has broken out in this city. Several cases 
have been reported during the past three days, and likely to become 
epidemic, as no sanitary regulations exist to prevent spreading of con- 
tagious diseases. 

I am, sir, A. 0. Brice, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Santiago de Cuba, February 6, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended February 6 : 
There were 54 deaths reported, of which 2 were from yellow fever and 
1 from typhoid, at the military hospital. Among the civilians, there 
were 5 from remittent fever, 7 from pernicious fever, 4 from dysentery, 
12 from tuberculosis, 9 from enteritis, and the rest from noncontagious 
diseases. We have few soldiers in town just now and no immigration 
of any kind, so that yellow fever has somewhat abated, although 
there are still some cases under treatment at the military hospital. 
Dysentery is very common at present, so are malarial fevers of bad 
type. Diarrhea prevails to a great extent among the children, and 
makes many victims, 

Kespectfully, H. S. Caminero, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 

GERMANY. 

Denial of reports of cases of plague on vessels arriving at Hamburg. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Hamburg, January 21, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that, in No. 3 of the " Veroffent- 
lichungen des Kaiserlichen Gesundheitsamtes" (publications of the 
Imperial Sanitary Bureau) of the 20th instant, there appears, under the 
heading of "Temporary measures against plague," the following notice : 

Oerman Empire. — By circulars of the chancellor, dated January 8th and 12th, the 
governments of the federal states along the seacoast have been requested to allow the 
port authorities to pay special attention to the sanitary condition of vessels which arrive 
from Bombay and other ports on the west coast of British India, or from a Persian port. 

In this connection, I would add, that the local papers a few days since 
spread alarming reports regarding the probable outbreak of the disease 
on vessels in this port, lately arrived from India. I promptly made 
official inquiry at the medical bureau as well as at the office of the port 
physician, where I was informed that there was absolutely no truth in 
the reports, and that they had probably originated on account of several 
cases of sickness (either beriberi or scorbutus) which were reported 
from a vessel recently arrived from Bombay. A death which took 
place on the same vessel was proved to have been caused by pneumonia. 
The sick are all convalescent. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Chas. H. Buree, 

United States Vice and Deputy Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 
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